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Abstract: Problem statement: Culture plays an important role to determine tbadgr ideologies to
define rights and responsibilities and what therapate behaviour is for women and men. The
objective of this study is to determine the infloerof culture in educational attainment of Bidaymén
and womenApproach: This study adopts a phenomenology research panatligt focuses on the
lived experience of the community. The differenaesducational attainment of Bidayuh men and
women were constructed by the world view of theagisch community itself using their own words
and experience in daily life. Data were gatheredubh in-depth interviews with 50 informants Data
were analysed from the understanding of the seci@rs. These actors reveal the influence of aailtur
that shapes the differences between Bidayuh memanten on educational attainmeResults: The
finding shows that three aspects of Bidayuh culsmeh as the stereotypical views on women by
parent and society, differential incentive and emagement influence the participation of Bidayuh
men and women in educational attainment. Culturilénce has created obstacles for women in
getting education and work opportunities. Paremtd aocietal values still adhere to traditional
values where women place in domestic space hagimegansequence in women seeking higher
level educationConclusion: This implies that cross-cultural learning is neeeyg in enabling greater
need for education attainment among gender grdeysire research should focus more on gender
access to wider acquisition of skills that enahknt to participate in employment as part of an alver
strategy for sustained growth.

Key words: Phenomenology paradigm, culture, educational atiaint, bidayuh community,
cross-cultural, enabling greater, wider acquisitibidayuh men, research paradigm,
gender ideologies

INTRODUCTION concepts and meanings used by social actors (Biotts
Pahl, 2011). Culture and tradition are always being
Several researchers such as Ahmed al., parts of an important issue in community developmen

(2011), Majee and Hoyt (2011), Blooeh al., (2011) especially among gender (Majee and Hoyt, 2011;
and Phuong (2007) in their study on the developmeniayrol et al., 2010). This is because culture plays an
of Southeast Asia countries like Thailand, Malaysia important role to determine the gender ideologhes t
Philippines and Vietnam revealed that at the macralefine rights and responsibilities and what is
level structure, most of the issues like cultural,appropriate behaviour for women and men. They also
spiritual, organizational and the world view of the influence access to and control over resources and
local people have always been neglected. This iparticipation in decision-making. These gender
because the ideas of development are constructddeologies often reinforce male power and the idka
from scientific knowledge which is generated fromwomen inferiority (Phuong, 2007; Bloost al., 2011).
the knowledge of the West against the knowledge oCulture is sometimes interpreted narrowly as custom
the local people themselves (Nowtlal., 2011). As tradition and assumed to be natural and unchangeabl
a result, the ideal type of social scientists orDespite these assumptions, culture is fluid and
scientific knowledge is likely to differ from the enduring. For example the study done by Moktan
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(2010), Majee and Hoyt (2011) and Rashidpeual. = Research  design: This  research  adopted

(2010) pointed out that in the rural areas, women’Phenomenology research paradigm. This is because
needs and concern have been neglected arf€nomenology research ’|nforms the process of
disadvantaged by a combination of their weakenednderstanding interviewees’ commentary (Dicks and
economic positions relative to men. Pahl, 2011; Pink, 2011). Furthermore, phenomenology

In Malavsia’s case for example. the develo meng)cuses on the lived-through experience of an dlgec
y pe, P n idea and begins when we interrupt living expege

policies employed in the past 30 years successfully, order to signify it (Pink, 2011). The in-depth
reduced the poverty rate from 16.5% in 1990, 8.8% i interviews with all the informants were conducted i
1995 and furthermore to 2.8% in 2010 (Noeelal.,  Bidayuh language. Informants in this study were
2011). However, the poverty rate by gender stillidentified using non-probability sampling, with a
differed because women were still considered pooregombination of judgemental or purposive sampling,
than men. This scenario saw that the rapid pace ginowball sampling and theoretical sampling. All of

development in Malaysia has given different impactdh€m have indicated that they are experiencingaag®
. - in the Bidayuh community in terms of developmerd an
between men and women in any position. Women haVﬁ,] : : .
eir socio-economic status over the past 10 ydars.

been left out of development far too long compai®ed s stdy, the researcher felt that the data kadhed
men although they make up almost half of thesatyration after 30 interviews. Data saturation is
population (Hayrolet al., 2010). The reasons why referred to as the point where the information gats
women tend to be left out of development arefrom the interview becomes redundant (Harvey, 2011;
traditional gender division of labor, stereotypiga@ws  Iphofen, 2011). As the interviewing was a learning
on women, religious attitude, having children, rzdri Process, the topic discussed will develop as they
status, ethnic influences and/or perhaps prejudices proceed. Therefore, it was necessary to conduct a

pure discrimination (Johnston-Anumonwo and Doanesecond round of Interviews W'th as many of the
informants and particularly with those who were

2011,): Majge i and Hoyt (2011) and La\{ers (2008)interviewed in the early stages. The number of sé€co
specifically indicate that some cultures do disegeror  r5ng interviews will be determined when theordtica
even forbid women from Working outside their homes.saturaﬂon has been reached. Therefore, a tot&l0of
For example, women in Bangladesh and Africa had noinformants took part in this study.

been able to receive the same employment levels

compared to men. It could also be the attitude ofPata collection and timing: Data were gathered
women themselves, because they feel that men shou@rough in-depth interviews with the informants oee

be the breadwinners and thus, command higher statigriod of six months. Interviews were conducted by

than women. The presence of children too meant thdtS'ng an interview guide and were tape-recordedhEa

the vast majority of women have to remain in theirMterview Ias_ted for about one to two h_ours, _demg\d

h YVassiet al. 2010). Adainst this back d it on the situation. A total of sixty hours of intexwis were
.o_mes( assiet al., )- gainst this background, | taped and later transcribed verbatim, producing two
is imperative to look at deeper insights on théuerice

X X X . hundred twenty single-spaced typewritten pages of
of culture in educational attainment of Bidayuh ree  yanscription. Al interviews were transcribed and

women. formatted for entry in an Nvivo database and used t
create categories and to index the data. As theigdan

MATERIALS AND METHODS the form of text, so the methods used are concesited

o ~creating categories, indexing or coding documents,

Description of study area:The study was conducted in sorting data to locate patterns and generatingdyjes.

the districts of Serian, which comprises 261 kangsun Statements from informants were identified for ityar

or villages. The District of Serian covers an ama Nevertheless, the original meanings were retained.

2,040 sq km consisting of 13 zones with a totalAgain, after the categories and sub-categories were

population of 80,061, of which 40,085 (50.06%) aredeveloped, each transcription was then reviewedrakv

males and 39,976 (49.9%) are females (Ncetedl.,  times for cl_arity. Interviews with all the informenwere

2011). Out of this, only six zones were the Bidayuhconducted in Bidayuh language.

areas, namely Tebedu, Ampungan, Amo, Tebakangyaia analysis: The analysis of qualitative data was

Kedup and Bukar. The study area for this researcjone based on the information derived from in-depth

covers two zones, which are Tebedu and Kedup whergterviews focusing on the differences between men

the poverty program was carried out. and women in educational attainment supported by
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field notes from non-participation observation. A
sequence of activities was generally carried ouindu
the analysis. The activites were as follows: (i)
Transcription of data from recorded interview otlea
informants was made. It was first written in Bahasa
Bidayuh, the native language of the researched
population; (ii) the researcher listened to theethp
interviews at least twice before having the taped
interviews transcribed; (iii) Once transcribed, leac
transcription was reviewed several times and
reorganized to represent a brief explanation on the
differences of men and women in educational
attainment. This led to the process of cleaninghg

data th_at included making_ the necessary correctods Andrew disagrees with the parents who do not
excluding any redundancies; (iv) Data were theresav (ecognize the participation of Bidayuh women in
under different file names; (v) To clarify and reduthe  gqycational attainment efforts especially at thghér
influence of researcher’s biases, the transcripi@s  |eve| of learning. He believes that both men andnen
then translated to English. A language expert Was't should have equal opportunities in education toabe

consulted to check for its language accuracy. Aisoc same level with other ethnic groups. He said:
was made to explain the differences between Bidayuh

men and women in terms of educational attainment; (
The next important step in managing the data was by
doing process categories. The researcher develaped
matrix table as a means of tabulating the findings a
more organized fashion and (vii) using the themes
produced from constant comparative analysis the
researcher tabulated particular quotes accordinpego
line numbers that appeared in the script.

| have been involved for 20 years in educational
profession and | felt that most of Bidayuh parents
still did not recognize and think negatively on the
participation of Bidayuh female students in
education especially at the higher level. You know
what is the perception of the parents about their
involvement? They said that even though women
attain high qualifications, they will still end up

the kitchen. They will not go further with their
education and high education is not significant for
Bidayuh women. Thus, it is better that women do
not go to school because in the end their husbands
will support them when they get married.

| think it was obviously wrong that the parents
think that women will not go further with their
higher levels of certificates. The parents
should think that men and women have to
equally compete with other ethnic groups in
development. Bidayuh parents have to change
their negative perceptions of Bidayuh women
and think that Bidayuh women will not go
anywhere with their higher levels of learning.

RESULTS . .
Mary, like other informants also felt that most of

Stereotypical views on women towards education: the . B|da_yuh parents nowadays still f_elt _that the
Majority of informants in this study indicated that participation of B|dayu_h women in education is t
JOrity _ y ) useful and not to their advantage at all becausenwh
ster_eotyp|cal views of women were .the main reasofhey get married they will end up in the kitchemey
behind the differences between Bidayuh men anghave to be responsible for their husbands rathen th
women in educational attainment. According to thempractice or make use of the education they have to
stereotypical views of women in this study can beactively involve in employment. She said:
divided into two types, that is, the view of therguats

and the society. In my area for example, some of the Bidayuh

families are not serious in educating their
daughters compared to educating their sons.
Their perception is that no matter how high the
education of women, their life will be in the
kitchen and they will be responsible to their
husbands rather than use their level of
education to be involved in employment.

Parent’s views: The view of parents towards education

was based on whether participation of Bidayuh women
in educational process was significant. However,
parents’ stereotypical views of women can be seen a
the way it placed concern, appreciation and recimmi

on the significance of participation of Bidayuh wem

in educational attainment activities. This sterpatsl On the same point, Deli thinks that perception of
view does not encourage girls to continue theirgjdayuh parents on women not recognizing the
education beyond primary schooling. Cecelia, whe wajmportance of their education had influenced their

involved for 20 years in educational professiondea presence status of education. He had this to say:
the following remarks on the Bidayuh parents’ viefv

the participation of Bidayuh women compared to tifat
men in education especially at the higher level:

651

Even though | am a farmer, | still remember
that some of my Bidayuh friends still have



J. Social Sci., 7 (4):

wrong perceptions about participation of
women in education. The saying like ‘no
matter how high the education a women has,
she will still go back to do household chores
and in the end she will follow her husband,’
was a common perception to Bidayuh women
in educational programs because they were
less supported and recognized that what was
being perceived to Bidayuh men.

Society’s views: Majority of the informants felt that

society’s stereotypical views on women regarding
careers and education have also prevented an active

participation of Bidayuh women in educational efor
This
opportunities or improvement to their women. Mokt o

them pass negative comments and sometimes do n
appreciate the participation of Bidayuh women to

is because Bidayuh society does not give

649-654, 2011

Along similar lines, Alice who described hersedf a
an experienced person and knows well about her own
society and culture, also indicated that she did no
know, why the Bidayuh society had negative feelings
towards the participation of Bidayuh women in
education. She said:

I don’t know why this sort of thing happens.
The society was not too concerned about the
participation of Bidayuh women in educational
attainment efforts. Even when some of the
Bidayuh women get good results in national
examination, they feel that there are no point
of Bidayuh women getting this type of results.

B};:entive and encouragement: Majority of the
informants feel that Bidayuh families give less

pursue higher education compared to men. The sociefncentive towards participating women in the pursti
will respect and recognize Bidayuh sons with goodligher education compared to men. Most of the
academic achievement but not the daughters. Theeaboinformants agreed that incentive here refers to

view was strongly felt by James:

Based on my own experience as a Bidayuh
community leader, | felt that Bidayuh society
in my area prefers to show off their boys rather
than their daughters. For example, if their
daughters pass with good results they will say
that she is not going anywhere with it. Some of
the individuals in the Bidayuh communities
also felt that it is not significant for Bidayuh
women to study at the higher level of learning
because it was not too useful compared to their
men. Most of them felt that it did not make
much economic sense for women to study
higher such as at the university level,
because when they get married they would
follow their husbands and some of them
would decide to quit their job.

Another informants, Julie, who also echoed
same view:

| think, one of the reasons why Bidayuh
society thinks that it is not too significant for
Bidayuh women to study at the higher level of
learning is that once they get married they will
follow their husbands in the end, rather than
help their parents in terms of financial support,
compared to Bidayuh men who always marry
late. | feel that in the lower level of learning
like primary school and secondary school the
scenario is not as serious compared to that at
the higher level of learning

the

investment made in the form of financial and maileri
support in the form of facilities from educational
institutions. They spoke strongly about the facatth
women receive less incentive from the family corepar

to men. Parents are less keen to support educhtiona
undertakings for their daughters. They believe #fsr
spending so much on education, women may get
married and they would leave to their husband'’s
families. And this means that they could not make u
of their education to bring economic benefits fbe t
parents. Because of this, it is not surprising vihg
access of Bidayuh women for better education
especially at the tertiary level is still lower thahe
men. This was strongly felt by Andrew who said that

Based on my experience, | feel that Bidayuh
women had received less financial support
compared to men especially for higher learning.
Most of Bidayuh parents prefer to make more
financial investments to men especially on
educational facilities like computers and
transportation because they feel men have a higher
potential for bringing in benefit then women. Since
women have been receiving less financial support
than men, it is not surprising when most of them
had no or lack access to higher education.

Like Andrew, Cecelia also agreed that less
financial support from the parents has influencee t
degree of participation among Bidayuh women in
educational attainment programmes. For Cecelia the
unsatisfactory level of participation among women i
less obvious in the primary and secondary schaalt b
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